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Seven Odds And Ends 
For Lisa Users 
1. Our experiments with input/output to the 
serial port driver in the 2.0 Workshop indicate 
that programmers should buffer their data and 
do READ_DATA and WRITEJOATA calls with 
chunks of at least 50 bytes at a time. That 
was the only way we could reach an apparent 
maximum throughput of about 700 bytes per 
second. 

2. John Dubois of Aurora, Illinois, told us 

about a 7/7 trick mentioned on page 149 of 
the new Office System manual, but unknown 
to most Lisa users: if stationery pads are 
dragged out of a window and left on the 
desktop, the pads will then appear in the 
Desk menu. Choosing a pad from the Desk 
menu will tear off a new document and open 
it with a single click of the mouse! 

3. We continue to receive a surprising number 
of calls from people who can't seem to link 
the font program we featured in Signal #13. 
Look through your file directory and find the 
demonstration Quickdraw "make" files that 
have "/M/" in their name, like QD/M/BOXES 
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and QD/M/SAMPLE. Use those examples as 
templates for creating your own exec files for 
linking programs. 

4. Notice how the disk window is labeled 
"Backed up: never" after a full restore from 
floppies? That forces the next attempted 
backup to be full, not incremental. A better 
design would have been to set the last backup 
date equal to the last date on the floppies 
the disk was just restored from, to allow 
incremental backups to continue. 

5. Our belated thanks to Gene Pope of Aurora, 
Colorado, who long ago told us the way to 
disable the debugger so that it can't be entered 
when the numeric pad's minus key is pressed 
on a Lisa with the Workshop installed: rename 
the SYSTEM.DEBUG and SYSTEM.DEBUG2 
files to something harmless like SYS.D and 
SYS.D2, and then reboot. Disabling the 
debugger also allows the Environments window 
to be reached directly from power-up, a 
problem we originally discussed last year in 
Signal #6. 

6. Don't forget that the Wastebasket retains 
the last document thrown away for each disk, 
not just the last document trashed. That can 
make users believe they've successfully 
removed all traces of a document on a floppy, 
even though it's really still in the trash. For 
example, imagine moving a document from a 
diskette's window into the Wastebasket, 
followed by moving a document from the 
Profile's window into the Wastebasket. Many 
users mistakenly believe the hard disk 
document flushes the floppy document out of 
the trash, and they eject the diskette thinking 
that all traces of the floppy document have 
been destroyed. But opening the Wastebasket 
will reveal that both documents are still in 
the trash. If you're working with confidential 
files, watch out for unflushed trash when you 
give your next floppy to a co-worker. 

7. A letter from Bill Quirk of Mr. Computer, 
a dealer in Emporia, Kansas, revealed an 
interesting source of technical information for 
Lisa users. Apparently dealers have access to 
special Apple electronic bulletin boards which 
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Typeset 
MacPaint Files 

we typeset your MacPaint documents 
with quality unrivaled by your imagewriter 

or any laser printer. 
now it's possible to inexpensively output 
your MacPaint files on our digital 
phototypesetter. Just send us your 
Macintosh diskette and we’ll return crisp, 
high-resolution documents on photographic 
typesetting paper. 

What does it cost to typeset a MacPaint file? 
Post Typography charges $9.95 to typeset one MacPaint 
file. There is no minimum charge or set-up charge. 

What is the turnaround time? 
We typeset your MacPaint files in 2 to 3 days after 

What is Post Typography? 
Post Typography is a full service typesetting firm 
located in Aptos on the California coast about 45 
minutes away from the famous Silicon Valley. Besides 
being the national leader in typesetting from the Lisa, 
Post Typography typesets several magazines, 
newsletters, brochures, technical manuals and books 
each month. MacPaint typesetting is one of many 
innovations being developed by this high-tech 
typesetter. 

receipt of your diskette. 

Who pays the return postage? 
Post Typography pays for first-class U.S. Postage to 
return both your diskette(s) and typeset galleys. If you 
wish us to return your order via Federal Express or 
another overnight carrier, you pay the shipping charges. 
Persons ordering from outside North America must pay 
postage or shipping charges. 

use this form to order. 

Your name: 

Company name: 

Street address: _ 

City:_ State:. Zip: 

Phone: ( ) Extension:. 

Total number of MacPaint files on disk(s): 

Multiply by $9.95 

APTOS POST 
TYPOGRAPHY 

P.O. Box 910, Aptos, CA 95001 • (408) 688-7474 

TOTAL CHARGE: 

DISKS SENT TO POST TYPOGRAPHY 
SHOULD CONTAIN ONLY FILES YOU WISH 
TO HAVE TYPESET. KEEP BACKUP COPIES 

OF DISKS. 
California residents add SV2% sales tax. Post 
Typography will pay first-class postage for return mail 
of your disk(s) and typeset galley(s). Return postage 
for orders from outside North America is responsibili¬ 
ty of customer. Check or money order must be 
enclosed with your order. Make check payable to 
Post Typography. 

SEND TO: Aptos Post Typography 
P.O. Box 910, Aptos, CA 95001-0910 
Prices are subject to change without notice. Post 
Typography is not responsible for lost or damaged disks 
or data. MacPaint is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. 
Macintosh is a trademark licensed to Apple Computer, Inc. 



document known problems, including software 
bugs, in Apple's various product lines. Have 
you asked your dealer for a copy of Apple's 
latest bug lists? S 

Club Notices And 
Newsletters 
We like the layout, graphics, and content of 
the new, square-page issues of San Diego Mac 
News, the monthly newsletter of the San 
Diego Macintosh User Group. Write to Box 
81444, San Diego, CA 92138, for more 
information. 

A recently formed organization is the Eugene 
Macintosh/Lisa User's Group, Box 10988, 
Eugene, OR 97440. 

Max Dommartin is trying to organize a Lisa 
club in the Los Angeles area. Write to 854 

N. Croft Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90069, or call 
213-852-4994. 

FatBits is the newsletter of the Conejo Valley 
Macintosh Users' Group, available from Box 
7118, Thousand Oaks, CA 91359. 

November brought us the first newsletter of 
the Ventura County Macintosh Club, which 
can be reached at 1413-D S. Victoria Ave., 
Ventura, CA 93003. 

NO MUG (their logo is a steaming coffee mug 
centered in the international barred circle 
"no" sign) is the New Orleans Macintosh 
Users' Group. Write to 3301 W. Esplanade 
#162590, Metairie, LA 70002. 

We recently received the first edition of 
Professor Overrider's Almanac, a publication 
of the national Lisa ToolKit Users' Group, 712 
35th Ave., Seattle, WA 98122. @ 

Subscriber Interests 
And Activities 
This is our fourth installment of excerpts 
from subscribers' correspondence. Keep those 
cards and letters coming! 

Wayne Gibson, McMurray, PA: I am a 
salesman and have used LisaDraw and 
LisaCalc for very well-received presentations. 
I have used LisaProject to manage a computer 
conversion. I purchased the 7/7 edition of 
Keystroke and am salivating in anticipation of 
automated customer/prospect files with 
Clipboard access. Wow! 

Joao B. Dias, San Jose, CA: 1 intend to use 
my Macintosh mostly for scientific word 
processing, programming in Modula-2 and 
Pascal, and terminal emulation. 

Thomas P. Rielly, New Haven, CT: I am a 
student at Yale University. I use the Mac 
primarily for programming, word processing, 
and graphics design. 
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Max Dommartin, Los Angeles, CA: 1 am a 
commercial and residential interior designer. 
I use the Lisa for word processing, drafting 
floor plans, and graphics. 

David L. Henderson, Huntsville, TX: I teach 
computer literacy classes at Sam Houston 
State University, using the Mac. 

Devin B. King, Fountain Valley, CA: I am 
using a Macintosh and a Lisa 2/10 for 
applications ranging from accounting to 

advertising. 

Karl Rasmusson, Toowoomba, Australia: I am 
interested in obtaining Mac public domain 
software. For the benefit of other Mac 
owners here in Australia, I would upload the 
software to The Australian Beginning, our own 
equivalent of The Source. I am also keen to 
correspond with any Mac users in the USA 
who would like to write me at Box 5449, 
Toowoomba 4350. @ 

No matter what they tell you 
or what you read. 
Desktop software 

is 
being developed! 

mu 
Can Find Lisa Products At 

The Desktop Junction 

Where Users Locate Lisa Products 

And 

Developers Locate Customers For Their Products 

For an informational Packet Write 

The Desktop Junction 
712 35th Ave. 

Seattle. WA 98122 
Or Call 

(2D6) 325-9670 

Lisa is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. 

This Month's Mailbag 
An Encyclopedia of Encyclopedia Faults 

My wife, who happened to scan Signal #18 
before me, commented "Doesn't this guy have 
anything else to do except complain?" I felt 
the same way as I read An Encyclopedia Of 
Macintosh Faults. 

Mr. Funk, during all his "penetrating" time 
at his Mac, must think that all Mac owners 
worry about the same little nuances and 
really care about the lack of features that he 
identifies. I found the article overly picky 
and basically not in the esprit de corps. 

I trust that future issues of Signal will 
publish more constructive articles rather than 
the like of Mr. Funk's, or, for that matter, 

this one! 
Bob Sprague, Portola Valley, CA 

Every publication, even if furnished free of 
charge, has a journalistic responsibility to its 
readership. This responsibility includes 
publishing information that is only, to the 
best of their knowledge, accurate and timely. 

BACKUP PROTECTED 
SOFTWARE 

WITH 
COPY II MAC™ 

From the team who gave you COPY II PLUS 
and COPY II PC comes a new complete disk 
backup utility for your MACINTOSH com¬ 
puter. Features include: 
• Bit Copy Program • Copy Protect/Unprotect 

• Make Files Visible/Invisible • Lock/Unlock Files 

• Sector/File Editor • Copy Files/Disk 

• Format/Verify Disks • Rename File/Disk 

Increase the power of your 
MACINTOSH ... use COPY II MAC 

Available at your local dealer or direct from us. 

CENTRAL POINT 
Software, Inc. 

ONLY 

$39.95 
PLUS $3.00 SHIPPING/HANDLING 

9700 S.W. Capitol Highway, #100/Portland, OR 97219 
(503) 244-5782 H QSQ WELCOME 

(Prepayment Required) 
This product is provided for the purpose of enabling you to make archival copies only. 

5 



The Encyclopedia Of Macintosh Faults by Alex 
Funk was neither of these, and the Editor's 
Notes at the end did little to dispel the 
erroneous impressions that were promoted. 

The article should have been titled 
Misconceptions Of Macintosh Software, as 
most of the encyclopedia was an opinionated 
criticism of assorted software-based 
functions, many of them inaccurate. For 
example, window positions are remembered by 
all applications. The command symbol is 
available on the keyboard (Manhattan font, 
shift-option-O). His few comments on the 
hardware are, for the most part, totally in 
error. In its present configuration, there is 
not enough room for a second drive within the 
Mac housing. The Imagewriter is, in fact, his 
praised Prowriter, but with enhanced graphics 
capability. The entire article proved that his 
requested idiotproofing is impossible. 

In the future, please attempt to be more 
discriminating when choosing your articles. I 
had previously found Signal to be highly 
informative and helpful. Surely this was only 
a temporary lapse and the next issue will 
again be crammed with useful information. 

D. Noland, Tulsa, OK 

Something tells us we would have raised a lot 
less fur simply by choosing a more passive 
title, like A Macintosh Wish List. Though we 
certainly didn't agree with all of the article, 
we still think it was worth printing. The only 
entry we now regret including was the bit 
about toggles, which are already on the Mac! 
(We're so accustomed to toggle-less Lisas, 
which we use for most of our writing, that it 
slipped right by us.) Note that "window 
position" can mean the size and position on 
the screen of the window itself, or it can 
mean the position of the contents of the 
window. Although the Finder does a good job 
of remembering window positions, applications 
do not. MacPaint's window size and position 
can't be changed or moved on the screen. 
The contents of a MacPaint window are always 
repositioned to a standard starting point when 
a file is opened, regardless of where the file 
was positioned when last closed. Mac Write 
lets you move and resize its windows, but it 
forgets the settings once the program is 

exited, and it always presents an initial 
full-screen window when started. Open a 
Mac Write document, scroll it, close it, then 
open it again. The position of the window 
contents won't be remembered. It's true that 
a number of custom fonts contain the 
command symbol, but users have to find and 
acquire those fonts on their own. The 
standard Macintosh and the collection of fonts 
shipped by Apple do not offer a way to 
output the command cloverleaf, one of the 
most important keycaps! General Computer 
in Boston would disagree that there's not 
enough room for two disks. They're currently 
offering upgrades that involve adding internal 
ten megabyte disks to existing Macs. To us, 
the important point about swapping printers 
was not which model to choose, but that 
there should be a way to do it. -MG 

Which Package Will Fly? 
I have recently purchased a Macintosh and 

want to use it in my work. I am the 
scheduler for an airline with 150 pilots. I 
think I need a relational database to do what 
I want, but am not quite sure anything can 
fill my needs. Enclosed is an explanation of 
what those needs are. I would appreciate it 
if you could analyze them and recommend a 
software package that you believe will meet 
the challenge. I will truly appreciate your 
time and effort in analyzing this information, 
as I am totally confused after looking at 
Odesta Helix, OverVue, Omnis 2, and 
MacProject. I am very anxious to make a 
decision and purchase the software before the 
year is out. 

Rick L. Himrich, Louisville, KY 

Sorry, we don't have the time or resources to 
do your analysis for you. However, a very 
brief glance at your specifications makes us 
think that all you really need is a good 
spreadsheet like Multiplan. Find a reputable 
programming consultant who is familiar with 
spreadsheets and who can provide you with 
glowing testimonials from satisfied customers. 
Give the consultant your specs and ask for a 
bid. A good programmer can probably 
generate the spreadsheet you need in about a 
day, at a cost your company can easily afford 
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Lisa1" & Macintosh1 

MAILING LISTS 

Reach thousands 
of users. 

(You can select who and where.) 

Only 39$ per name, 
postage included! 

For rates & information, write to: 
Mail by Marianne 

1893 Nadina Street 
Seaside, CA 93955 

Lisa is a trademark of Apple Computer, 
Inc. Macintosh is a trademark licensed 

to Apple Computer, Inc. 

KmJMY 0 
SALE ENDS JAN. 18, 1985 

3.5" B.A.S.F. DISKS-$18.50/B0X! 
* SINGLE SIDED * 5 PER BOX 

3.5" MEMOREX DISKS-$35.95/BOX! 
* SINGLE SIDED * 10 PER BOX 

3.5" VERBATIM DISKS-$35.95/BOX! 
* SINGLE SIDED * 10 PER BOX 

FLIP'N'FILE II 

for 3.5" DISKS - $29.95! 

BLACK CARTRIDGE RIBBON - $7.50 
BLACK RIBBON REFILLS - $4.50 
(PRICE BREAKS AT 1/2 DOZEN AND DOZEN) 

NEW FROM HABA SYSTEMS FOR MAC 
HABADISK - $399.00 

FOR PRICE LIST & FREE PAPER SAMPLE WRITE: 

SUPPLIES DIVISION 
932 E. BLUELICK RD 

^ LIMA, OH 45801 ^ 

OPEN MON-FRI 

9AM-9PM 

(E.S.T.) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (419)227-7277 

s 

Two Great Reasons 
For Using A Macintosh™ 
MacManager™ ---- 

Do you have what it takes to excel in the world of business? Sit down at 

your desk in the MacManager office and find out. Hone your business skills 

by planning a strategy that will rocket your company to the top and leave 

your competitors in the dust. 

MacManager is a competitive business simulation that combines the fun of 

a game with the excitement of big business decision-making. Up to nine 

human or Mac-controlled players can compete for a period of one quarter 

to eight years. 

DeskToppers™----- 

DeskToppers is a set of four desk accessories for use with virtually any 

Macintosh program. Copy DeskToppers to all your applications disks. 

MacManager and DeskToppers are available now for $49 95 each. 

See your Macintosh dealer for a demonstration or order 

directly by calling (800) 622-4070; (in Illinois call (800) 942-7317). 

HARVARD ASSOCIATES, INC., 260 BEACON STREET, SOMERVILLE, MA 02143, (617) 492-0660, TELEX 880 792 
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TEKALIKE 
A Graphics Terminal 

for the Macintosh™ 

• Easy mouse interface 

• Tektronix emulator 

• Cut mainframe graphics to 
MacWrite and MacPaint 

• Mainframe compatible to 
IBM, DEC,... 

• Software compatible to ISSCO, 
SAS/GRAPH, Precision Visuals, 
SPSS/GRAPH, Plot 10... 

• Supports: 
Picture Recording 
Zooming 
Plotting 

• Also Versions For: 
Apple Lisa 
Apple // 

Mesa Graphics 
P.O. Box 506 

Los Alamos, NM 87544 

$250 

(especially considering the tremendous return 
on investment that should result). And don't 
pay the full bill until you're sure that what's 
delivered is exactly what you want. -MG 

A Vote For Main Street Filer 
While reading the Signal #18 review of 

Habadex, I was struck with how satisfied I am 
with my database management program. I 
purchased Main Street Filer and am delighted 
with it. It is the only really good database 
program I know of that is out for the Mac. 

Considering the poor reviews that 
publications are giving Macintosh database 
software, it is more than likely that many 
buyers will go wrong in their selection of a 
database package. I investigated the field 
pretty well before I purchased through mail 
order. Main Street Filer once sold for $249 
because it is a very powerful program (more 
so than is necessary for home use) and very 
easy to use. It now sells for $125 through 
mail order and is cheaper than almost all of 
the competition. It makes use of all of the 
advanced Macintosh editing techniques and, 
unless I'm mistaken, it's the only one not 
copy protected! The only drawback is that it 
does not interface with other Mac programs. 
Of course, you can always make a MacPaint 
document out of the current Main Street 
display, but that is of limited usefulness. 

Richard Bayer, Victoria, TX 

Report From A Mac Works User 
My office has a Lisa 2/5 and a Macintosh. 

The principle reason for purchasing both was 
the flexibility in Macintosh software and 
compatibility with Lisa when needed. 
However, attempts at finding truly compatible 
software have been extremely disappointing. 
Even programs that seem to work will often 
have system errors while printing. I have had 
difficulty in several respects using the 
following software with Mac Works: OverVue 
(the most reliable, but still a few bugs), 
IstBase, Main Street Filer, PFS:File/Report 
(will not run), and MegaFiler. Maybe I 
shouldn't be disappointed, since the Mac Works 
introduction warns that "certain programs from 
Apple and third parties may not be usable". 

Nicki Leighton, Corpus Christi, TX 



Looking For Lisa Products 
I have a large file of research papers that 

were previously kept in an Apple II using 
PFS:File. I was able to convert the Pascal 
files to ASCII using a program called The 
Bridge, and I transferred them to the Lisa via 
modem. I would like to obtain software to 
manage this database on the Lisa. Are there 
any products to consider, other than LisaList, 
Omnis, and Keystroke? 

An August 1984 article in A+ promised 
many new software products for the Lisa. I 
checked into some of these. A+ stated that 
Wadsworth Professional Software was coming 
out with a Lisa version of their acclaimed 
Statpro package. They have no such plans. It 
was stated that Sorcim would be coming out 
with SuperCalc 3 and SuperWriter for the 
Lisa. The company claims that, since their 
takeover, they have become less ambitious 
and are not developing Lisa versions of those 
packages. 

Has anyone ever compiled a list of 
hardware that works in the Lisa expansion 
slots? 

Does anyone have an accurate figure for the 
total number of Lisas manufactured to date? 
Apple won't tell. 

M. R. Mark, Washington, DC 

You seem as informed as anyone about Lisa 
products. The only expansion cards we've 
actually seen are the original two-port 
parallel card for printers and extra Profiles, 
and the Priam card for the large disk. We've 
heard rumors of, but never seen, four-port 
serial cards, apparently intended for 
multi-user Lisas running Unix. We've never 
heard figures on Lisa shipments that could 
confidently be called "accurate". -MG 

An Omnis Omnibus 
Because of a need for a Mac database that 

could also mail merge, I sent for Omnis 2 
from Organizational Software. I was unaware 
that the program was recently upgraded for 
the Mac, and the price increased to $295. 
That is actually not out of line, considering 
the improvements in the new version. 

I first received in the mail what was 
apparently an old version of Omnis with a 

Macintosh™ 
3 1/2" Diskette 
Duplication 

• Complete Duplication Capability 
• Software Protection Available 
• 100°lo Quality Control 

REPLICO’s complete duplication service includes: 
protection, serialization, packaging, and kit assembly. 
Other supported formats, for systems using 3.5" 
media, are also available. Additional formats available 
upon request. 
All 5.25" formats are available at competitive prices. 
Call today for further information. 

Macintosh is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc 

REPLICO 
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

Replico Technologies Corporation 
B34 Charcot Avenue 

San Jose, California 951 31 
JOS/945-1 697 

3 classic games of skill for the MACINTOSH 
All on TRIPLE PLAY GAME DISK NUMBER ONE 

Games the whole family can enjoy 
+ BACKGAMMON—multiple options and skill 

levels, to encourage the novice and challenge 
the expert 

+ MANCALA (pits & stones)—oldest known 
two-player strategy game 

+ DEDUCE—thirty variations of an ancient 
“guessing” game 

+3 chances to compete for 

$4000 in prizes in the 

BACKGAMMON 
TRIPLE PLAY-OFF 

Details are on the disk 

On sale now for only $39.50 
Money back if not delighted 

Orders accepted by check, VISA or MasterCard 

TRIPLE PO Box 6354 CC 
Lafayette, IN 47903 
317 + 742-5369 

Or order through 3rd Base™ Software Registry 
Div. of STEL Enterprises—modem 317 + 423-1010 
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thick manual. It made little use of the 
mouse and pull-down menus. I gave up trying 
to use it because of the crude graphics and 
poor documentation. 

The new Omnis 2 is an excellent example 
of a Mac program, with pull-down menus, 
Mac-style editing, and a well-illustrated, 
thinner manual with a good index. After 
trying Chapter 2, a tutorial using demo data, I 
understood how the product worked. I tried a 
quick database, made some mailing labels, did 
a mail merge (a text editor is not needed), 
and felt comfortable with it. However, there 
is a lot more to learn, such as forms design, 
calculations, sorts, and so on. I have not yet 
needed to call their phone support service, 
and I have returned the registration for a 
second free uncopyable (ugh!) disk and a 
summary card. 

The manual is so terse, it must be read 
thoroughly to understand all the program's 
capabilities. If inexperienced users aren't 
willing to put in study time, they might want 
to start with a simpler package. 

The Macintosh Buyer's Guide says Omnis 2 
doesn't require a second drive. Maybe not, 
for a very small file. The capacity of Omnis 
2 is well documented in its ads, which also 
compare it to Omnis 3, to which the user can 
upgrade. Who could want more? Searches 
and printouts are fast. Databases are limited 
to a single disk, but splitting up data into two 
or more files on separate disks is, for me, 
faster and no worse than swapping a group of 
disks that hold one huge file. 

I like Omnis better than DB Master, my 
previous favorite. 

Sidney S. Smith, New Canaan, CT 

Tying Up A Few Loose Ends 
Signal #17 contains an answer from Joan 

Dickey in response to our mailing list request 
in Signal #12. I'd like to thank Joan and also 
obtain the address of Organizational Software 

in order to obtain Omnis 3. 
I finally ordered and received Pneu-Mouse, 

and have just put it in service on our Lisa 

2/5. So far so good. 
What do you think of IstBase's ability to 

handle mailing lists? I'll check further on 
PFS:File and Report regarding same. 

We have BPI General Accounting and can't 
use Keystroke since it's for 7/7, and BPI has 
yet to come up with a 7/7 version of General 
Accounting. 

K. Y. Fisher, Phoenix, AZ 

Organizational Software is at 2655 Campus 
Dr. #150, San Mateo, CA 94405. We want to 
hear more about your Pneu-Mouse. What 
does it really do for you? How about some 
details on the pneumatic mechanism? Just 
like we had to with Habadex, we postponed 
further inspection of 1.0 IstBase because a 
new, improved version is now shipping. The 
original Keystroke was for the 2.0 
environment. Maybe you can get the vendor 
to ship you that old version, although you'll 
lose the ability to do Clipboard cuts and 
pastes. -MG 

Tecmar Font Moving Revisited 
There is a way around the "insufficient 

memory" message you reported in Signal #15, 
when trying to use Font Mover on the Tecmar 
Mac Drive. You should copy Font Mover and 
your font files to the Tecmar boot floppy. 
Make all font changes using the floppy, then 
copy the System file from the floppy onto the 
Mac Drive, overwriting the hard disk's original 

System file. 
Charles Greene, Franklin, TN 

Paul Dupree of Lexington Computer in 
Kentucky also called us to suggest that 
technique. And Tom Wooded called one more 
time to explain that his technique described in 
Signal #16 really does work, as long as the 
font files are kept along with the Font Mover 
as the only icons in the hard disk window 
outside of the single folder. -MG 

Where Is LisaPaint? 
I purchased my Lisa 2/10 last August and 

am, in general, extremely pleased. In 
comparison to the early CP/M and current 
non-Apple products, my Lisa is an absolute, 
unequivocal, resounding, superbly elegant 
dream machine. I cannot say enough about 
what a pleasure it is to use a computer that 
completely redefines the hackneyed phrase 
"user friendly". What a difference a few 
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years makes in this industry! 
But, excited as I am about my new Lisa, I 

am bugged by an annoying flaw. I am 
frustrated by the lack of an ability to trace 
or draw fine detail. As a graphic designer, I 
want to digitize my designs (such as type 
characters and logos) into LisaDraw files. 
The mouse, as good as it is for cursor 
movement, cannot be controlled accurately 
enough. A graphics tablet would probably do 
the job, but can one be installed on a Lisa? 
Is there a reasonably priced video digitizer 
that can be installed on a Lisa? 

What ever happened to the Canon color 
printer that was supposed to be available? 
My dealer ordered mine four months ago and 
I'm still waiting. Apparently vaporware 
doesn't just refer to software that fails to 
materialize. 

A1 Seyle, Camarillo, CA 

Note that with good zooming software (Mac's 
FatBits mode is a crude example), even 
coarse input peripherals can allow detailed 
work. Is the current Lisa software and 
display really of high enough resolution to do 
what you want? Some kind of bitmap-based 
"LisaPaint" is what's needed to receive 
digitized video; LisaDraw wasn't designed for 
manipulating objects defined as only a 
collection of pixels. We asked Apple about 
the color printer. They explained that only 
Canon is selling the product, which has been 
in stock and shipping for some time. But 
before Apple dealers can sell the printer, they 
must complete a qualification process to 
become authorized Canon dealers. Your 
shipment may have hung up waiting for your 
dealer to qualify. -MG 

Another Brick In The Wall 
Does anyone know how to change the 

QWERTY keyboard layout for American Lisa 
software into QWERTZ with a, o, u and 6? 

It would be quite interesting to know 
whether the CP/MAC interpreter advertised in 
Signal causes considerable delays, whether 
there are any problems, and so on. 

Past issues of Signal have given me the 
impression that the Mailbag is in danger of 
becoming something like a wailing wall for 

l53) 

BUSINESS FORMS FOR MACINTOSH 
-VIRTUALLY EVERY FORM YOU’LL EVER NEED 
-EASY AND READY TO USE MACPAINT™ FORMS 
-PERSONALIZE WITH YOUR COMPANY LOGO 
-CUSTOMIZE TO SATISFY YOUR UNIQUE NEEDS 
-FILL OUT ON THE MACINTOSH™ OR BY HAND 
-PRINT OUT AND/OR USE YOUR OFFICE COPIER 

SAVE THE IMAGE FOR YOUR RECORDS 

Save time, space and money developing, ordering, 
stocking, completing, controlling and saving forms. 

4 DISK SET FOR ONLY $79.95 
MORE THAN 100 DIFFERENT BUSINESS FORMS: 
Disk 1 Accounting and Financial Management 
Disk 2 Purchasing and Materials Management 
Disk 3 Personnel and Time Management 
Disk 4 Sales and Project Management 

TO ORDER SEND CHECK TO: 

400 North duPont Hwy. • Suite G-13 • Dover, Delaware 19901 

OR CALL: (302) 736-9098 VISA/M.C. 

Mac, Macintosh and MacPaint are trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 

cp/mHC 
kTM 

Interpreter for CP/M applications on 
===== a Macintosh™ = 

Allow the legion of portable 
CP/M-80 programs to run in your 

Macintosh window...NOW! 
-1135- 

Order toll free: 800-854-0561 x847| 
or 714-953-8985 

*** 24 Hrs. - VISA & M/C *** 
or write: 

L0BIQDE 
30100 Town Center Dr. "0" 

Suite 198 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

# 

I Calif, residents add 6.5% sales tax. Macintosh is a trademark licensed | 
to Apple Computer, Inc. CP/M is a registered trademark of Digital 
Research, Inc. CP/MAC is a trademark qf Logique. 



unsatisfied Lisa owners. Signal shouldn't keep 
that querulous note. 

Peter M. Fischer, Tubingen, West Germany 

Was that a complaint about complaining? 
The Workshop Hardware Interface 
documentation describes a SetLegends 
procedure that provides a way of pretending 
to have different keycaps, without physically 
replacing the keyboard. Our guess is that 
calling the procedure from a QuickPort 
program would leave the keys redefined for 
other desktop programs. No one at Signal has 
ever done much with CP/M, and we certainly 
don't want to begin to get involved with such 
an old fashioned operating system now, so 
we'll have to be on the lookout for an outside 
reviewer. -MG 

Which Language Is Best? 
I wish to purchase Logo and am interested 

in knowing how ExperLogo and Mac Logo 
compare. Similarly, there are two BASIC 
implementations available, as well as two 
versions of Pascal. It would be helpful to me 
as well as to other Macintosh owners to get 
advice about which version to purchase. 

Naomi Bolotin, Cambridge, MA 

Of the products you mention, we've only 
looked at Mac Pascal so far, in Signal #18. 
Until we review others, you might want to 
check out a journal called MacTech that's 
devoted to Macintosh programming. It will 
undoubtedly be comparing competing language 
implementations. Write to Box 846, Placentia, 

CA 92670. -MG 

More Habadex Blues 
Jean Olson's Habadex woes in Signal #17 

hit me where it hurts. I'm trying to forget I 
wasted $200 on it myself. 

As a newspaper editor, I need to know who 
to call on a wide variety of topics. And with 
a daily deadline, anything that saves time is 
a godsend. Of course, I rushed out eight 
months ago and bought Habadex. 

Since I didn't, and still don't, have a 
modem, I bought it as a "package deal" along 
with the HabaDialer box they claimed to 
make. It was due to be released in two 

weeks. I spent quite a bit of my spare time 
hurrying to type in the contents of my bulging 
Rolodex file. When done, I started calling my 
dealer every day to see if the dialer had 
come in. Of course, as the months wore on, I 
didn't call as often, especially since I had to 
look up the number and dial it in the 
traditional manual fashion. Meanwhile, Haba 
wrote me to recommend sending in my disk 

for the 1.1 update. 
Here's the kicker. I love the program. I 

boot it up, put it through its paces, and it's 
just what I need. I was further amazed when 
the upgrade took care of almost every one of 
the shortcomings I saw in the original version. 
But since my dialer hasn't come in yet, all 
the program really does is make my Mac 
beep. I'm the proud owner of a $200 demo 
disk. 

It's ironic. The software is sophisticated, 
yet this box they seem unable to make must 
be pretty simple. After all, I can make my 
Mac dial about 30% of the time by just 
pressing the handset over the air vent near 

the speaker. 
The latest from Haba? "Oh, urn, that's been 

delayed. The new release date is... urn... 
January". But there is one thing the program 
can do for me right now, until I can afford a 
nice modem, or until "urn... January". Any 
time I find myself too chipper, or my blood 
pressure too low, I can fire up my Habadex, 
and become as frustrated and depressed as I 

want. 
Kurt Wanfried, Carlisle, PA 

Hope you didn't faint when you read Kurt 
Thompson's HabaDialer report in Signal #18. 
Will you promise to bring us up to date once 
your dialer arrives? -MG Ef3 

Received, But Not 
Yet Reviewed 
The Macintosh Buyer's Guide, a semiannual 
publication listing software, peripherals and 
add-ons, from Redgate Publishing Co., 3381 
Ocean Dr., Vero Beach, FL 32963. 
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Program 

I C»te sophisticated applications using the development language. 

Define allows you to build and maintain tfee data dictionafy.| 

Repair! 

Produce stepte or- complex reports in minutes 

Perform database inquiries to a multitude of ways 

MAC LION-YOUR DATA BASE MANAGER 

ENTER MAC LION PROUD PEDIGREE 

With the click of your mouse, Mac 
Lion roars onto the screen to give your 
MAC all the power you will ever need, 
and then some. 

Because Mac Lion unleashes the 
kind of performance normally associated 
with a main frame, it grows with you, no 
matter how large your business expands. 

BRAINS & BRAWN 

Time, as we all know, is synon¬ 
ymous with dollars. Demonstrating a fine 
appreciation for the truism, Mac Lion goes 
about its business of helping your business 
in record time. 

With Mac Lion’s relational data 
base you can often solve problems ten 
times faster than other programs. So fast 
we could easily have named it Mac 
Panther. 

MEOW 

Because Mac Lion is so powerful 
and does so much so well, you might be 
getting the idea it’s highly complicated 
to use. 

Bite your tongue. It’s a pussycat. 
Mac Lion utilizes Mac’s pull down menus, 
Icons, and context-oriented 'help’ and will 
have you productive in no time at all. 

Although Mac Lion is a new concept 
in data base management, its lineage is a 
proud one. CSD, the makers of Mac Lion, 
developed this product as a natural evolu¬ 
tion of our seven years experience in data 
base management systems on micros. 

MAC 

LION. 
MONEY '■BACK GUARANTEE 

Compare Mac Lion with the compe¬ 
tition and you’ll see that its price tag of 
only $379 is indeed modest. 

That aside, if Mac Lion doesn’t 
prove to be all we say it is, return it within 
30 days and you’ll receive a full refund. 
Without a growl. 

Should you be unable to locate a 
dealer selling Mac Lion in your neck of the 
jungle, please call our toll-free number 
1 (800) 252'LION or (714) 634-9012 and 
we’ll supply the information. Or send 
your check directly to; 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE DESIGN INC CSD 
1904 Wright Circle, 
Anaheim, California 92806 and we’ll mail 
your Mac Lion directly. 

©1984 Computer Software Design, all rights reserved. 
Mac Lion and CSD are trademarks of Computer Software Design. 



Moustrak, a pad to provide a work surface for 
Lisa and Macintosh mice, from Moustrak Inc., 
1 Weatherly #503, Mill Valley, CA 94941. 

Art Portfolio, MacPaint clip art from Axlon 
Inc., 1287 Lawrence Station Rd., Sunnyvale, 
CA 94089. 

101 Ways to Use a Macintosh, a book by 
David D. Thornburg, from Random House Inc., 
201 E. 50th St., New York, NY 10022. 

HumanForms, MacPaint human body 
schematics, from The Reference Corp., 212 
5th Ave. #1312, New York, NY 10010. 

Macintosh Typefaces, a reference manual of 
shapes, sizes and styles, from Houlberg 
Development, Box 271075, Escondido, CA 
92027. 

31 All-Time Favorite Programs for the 
Macintosh, Microsoft Basic software from 
Brownbag Software, 8208 N. University, 
Peoria, IL 61615. 

Factfinder, a free-form filing system for the 
Macintosh, from Forethought Inc., 1973 
Landings Dr., Mountain View, CA 94043. 

MacPoint, a monthly "pointer publication" to 
sources of information about the Macintosh, 
from MacPoint, 5704 Harper #201, Chicago, IL 
60637. 

Fluent Fonts, eighteen Macintosh fonts in a 
total of 39 sizes, from Casady Co., Box 
223779, Carmel, CA 93922. 

ClickArt:Letters, thirteen Macintosh fonts in a 
total of fifteen sizes, plus seven MacPaint 
alphabets, from T/Maker Co., 2115 Landings 
Dr., Mountain View, CA 94043. 

The Complete Book of Lisa, a book by Kurt J. 
Schmucker, from Harper & Row Publishers 
Inc., 10 E. 53rd St., New York, NY 10022. 

Front Desk, Macintosh software for scheduling 
and resource management, from Layered Inc., 
85 Merrimac St., Boston, MA 02114. 0 

FREE: A Semaphore Signal Subscription! 

Name _ 

Company 

Address 

City _ 

Country _ 

Telephone 

State/Province 

ZIP/Mail Code 

The above address is my: EH residence El business 

I am a EH Lisa EH Macintosh EH end user, 

I I dealer, EH software developer, 

EH hardware developer, □ OEM/reseller/rep. 

Lisa or Mac serial 
number (required):__ 

EH 1 am renewing my expired subscription. 
My mailing label number is: 

EH I am a Lisa or Mac user and my mailing address is in the USA. Please send me Signal free of charge. 

Signature __ Date _ 

]l am not a Lisa or Mac user or my mailing address is outside the USA, but please send me the next ten 

issues of Semaphore Signal. Enclosed is: EH $10 us (for subscribers in North America) 
EH $20 US (for subscribers outside of North America) 

Return this form and any payment to: Signal, 207 Granada Drive, Aptos, CA 95003. 

Free subscription requests MUST answer all questions above. 
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Order Back Issues of Signal Today! 
Each back issue is $1 prepaid in North America, $2 elsewhere. 

Send your payment to Signal, 207 Granada Drive, Aptos, CA 95003. 

Signal #1, June 1983: Welcome to Signal! • Why 7 x 9? • Where to Put that ProFile • Pointers to Pascal • A Lisa 
Bug (or Feature?) • The Topology of Lisa Disks • 4 pages. 

Signal #2, July 1983: Shading a Rounded Region • Quote of the Month • Lisa Day: August 11th • Where to Plug that 
Printer • Are Passwords Possible? • A Programmer Cries Out • Establishing a Backup Library • 4 pages. 

Signal #3, August 1983: Report from the Castle • Credit Where Credit is Due • Quote of the Month • Fooling 
LisaWrite • Read Protects & Backspaces • Peanuts, Popcorn.. • 4 pages. 

Signal #4, September 1983: LisaWrite Wish List Part 1 • Lisa Prices Plummet • 4 pages. 

Signal #5, October 1983: LisaWrite Wish List Part 2 • AppleLisa Wants You • LisaCalc Tricks • 4 pages. 

Signal #6, November 1983: The Avoided Environment • 1.4 Release Fixes LisaCalc • Why Didn't We Think of That? • 
A Big Retail Discount • More Reader Responses • Remember... • 4 pages. 

Signal #7, December 1983: What Will 1984 Bring? • Free Report on LisaProject • How to Lose a Document • Self- 
Service Gotcha • Our Christmas Wish List • 4 pages. 

Signal #8, January 1984: Mail From Our Readers • 4 pages. 

Signal #9, February 1984: Our Coverage Expands • Rotation by Reflection • Other Mac Publications • Workshop 
Editor Trick • LisaCalc Margin Waste • Mac vs. Lisa Design Details • Cleaning Up Endpoints • More Kudos for 
Lisa • How to Lose Preferences • Software Received • 8 pages. 

Signal #10, March 1984: Does Your DMP Need Speed? • Signal's Mac Arrives • Received: Art Department • This 
Month's Mailbag • 8 pages. 

Signal #11, April 1984: Mac Success Freezes Lisa • Free Another 17K of Disk • Can You Type A Robot? • Lisa 
Upgrade Ups and Downs • Art Dept. Correction • This Month's Mailbag • 8 pages. 

Signal #12, May 1984: User Groups Sprout • Toolkitters Organizing 
Mailbag • 8 pages. 

Publish Your Macintosh Art • This Month's 

Signal #13, June 1984: Exploring the Macintosh Upgrade • To Shift Or Not To Shift: It's An Option • Where To 
Go To See Or Read More • How To Display Priam Whamos • Software Received: Habadex • MacWrite Can Send ASCII 
Files • Our Current Mac and Lisa Wish List • Incremental Backups Miss Workshop Files • Clear Your Desktop In 
Three Clicks • This Month's Mailbag • 8 pages. 

Signal #14, July 1984: Exploring Lisa's New Office System • Stanford Making Mac Development Tools • The Latest 
On Three Mac User Groups • This Month's Mailbag • 16 pages. 

Signal #15, August 1984: User Groups: Great Source of Software • Hardware Received: Tecmar's Mac Drive • 
ClickArt Fails To Impress Us • Mac-Jack Earns A Thumbs Up • Subscriber Interests And Activities • The Secret 
Lisa Service Mode • This Month's Mailbag • Habadex Back Again • 16 pages. 

Signal #16, September 1984: Priam's DataTower Arrives For Tests • This Month's Mailbag • More Notes On Tecmar's 
Mac Drive • Mouse Stampede Gets A Thumbs Up • Subscriber Interests And Activities • Received, But Not Yet 
Reviewed • Two More User Groups Check In • 16 pages. 

Signal #17, October 1984: This Month's Mailbag • Two Prototype Pokers Arrive 
Activities • Received, But Not Reviewed • 16 pages. 

Subscriber Interests And 

Signal #18, November 1984: An Encyclopedia Of Macintosh Faults • The Rest Of Our DataTower Findings • A 
Landlord's Tussle With Habadex • Are You Advertising On A Shoestring? • Macintosh Pascal Arrives At Signal • 
This Month's Mailbag • Received, But Not Reviewed • 16 pages. 

Issues #1 through #12 are 7 x 9 inches. Issues #3 through #5 and #7 through #12 are not typeset. Macintosh 
coverage began with issue #9. Send your payment to Signal, 207 Granada Drive, Aptos, CA 95003. 

Each back issue is $1 prepaid in North America, $2 elsewhere. 

Order Back Issues of Signal Today! 

15 



HumanForms 
The Schematic System of 
Graphic Body Notation 

$59.95 
$79.95 

after March 1, 1985 

This system allows you to 
create male and female 
figures in any position that 
you can think of The only tool 
necessary is MacPaint. The only 
talent necessary is your 
imagination. 

All figures are shown actual size 

Send $59.95 
plus $3.50 for postage 

and handling. Or call 
us with your Master Card, 
Visa or American Express 

for faster service 

The Reference Corporation 

P 0. Box 610 - Gracie Station 
New York, NY 10028 

(212)222-1166 


